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GASPE FISHERIES

by A. €. SAUNDLERS, |ibrarian.

('uper read before Quarterly Meetony, January 1929).
FOREWORD.

About ten yewrs ago a box full of old documents was found 1n
an oubhouse at Noirmont Manor and these papers eventually hecamo
the property of this Society. Thoy had bolonged Lo the Pipon
fimily.

Among the papers were the diaries of Charles Robin for the
yeurs 1766 onwards, and, as Robin started in the employof Robin,
Pipon & Co., il 18 probahle thal {hese diaries were kept by Robin
for the information of his employers.  The papers were rolled np
o bundle and marked Robin papers and acasual look through them
would give one the impression that they were simply the records of
his daily work, catehing fish, selling stores, sailing abont from place
to pim:ie i fine and very often very rongh weather, preparing fish
for oxport and suporintending the arrival and sailing ol vessels with
their respeetive cargoes.

But by a careful perusal of these papers one oecasionally came
across certain delails which throw sidelights on the country and the
people who lived in the Gaspé provinee und it is from these sidelights
that I have picpaict Ui following paper.

1f you wander up the High Streot of St. Aubin you will find a

liouse on the left hand side called ** La Roeque ™ which forins the
corner of a lane leading to ** Ker Anna " and on the left hand side
of the lane in the top house called * Ly Anna ™ you will find a
squaro stone under the shute and over the doorway marked
RRB
MDC
1715

This house was cvidently built by the Robin family, and
belonged to Charles Robin's grandfather, Raulin Robin, Jurat and
Lieut.-Bailiff, who married Marie de Carterct. A pedigree of the
family will be found in Dulletin's Société Jersiaise, Vol. vi,
pp. 165-171.

Many people have questioned the dute of the Jersey trade to
Gaspé province but they hive more or less trented this trado as purt
and parcel of the Nowfoundland fisherios, which, from un English
point of view, go back to the sixteenth century. The two trades
were entirely different, for Newfoundland wus always u British
Colony whilst Canada did not become a British possession until
after the Treaty of Paris in 1768.

The fall of Quebec destroyed the Freneh rule in Canada snd it
is intoresting to know that another Jerseyman had something to do
with the success of that campaign, for whilst General Wolfe and
Admiral Saunders made a success of the expedition by going up the
$t. Lawrence. Admiral Durell with six men of war kept guard at
the entrance to tho river and prevented the Irench from sending
assistance o their Canadian colonists.

The distance between the Guspé fisheries and thuse of News-
foundland 1s betwoen 500 to OO miles.
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After the Conquest of Canada, several British firms from
(Quebec, started fishing adventures along the Gaspe Coast. During
the ¥rench occupuation, a considerable trade with St. Malo and other
Fremch Ports, had been carricd on there on a very remunerative
scule to those engaged in the fishing trade.

The centre of this trade was situated in the Duie des Chialeurs,
on the East of Quebec Province in the Gulf of St. Lawrence.  'The
Bay was first discovered in the year 1584 by a I'rench Navigator
named Jacques Cartier, hailing from St. Malo, who, with two small
vessels of 20 tons each, had adventured across the Atlantic and
claimed the newly discovered country on behalf of his King.

It must have been a very fine day when Cartier arrived in the
IBay—or perhaps he had had a very cold and boisterous passage—
otherwise it is difficult to understand why a bay, often frozen over
for several months in the year, shiould have been given the namne of
Baie:des Chaleurs.

It took many years for the I'rench to establish a settlement on
the coast, but eventually a fishing trade sprung up, financed
principally by the merchants of St. Malo. But, after the conquest
of Canada, the country was ceded to Britain in 1763 and English
merchants gradually took over most of the Canadian trade and some
Quebes merchants like Messrs. Moore and Iindley and Alexander
MeKinsay started fishery establishments in the Buie des Chaleurs.

The large fortunes inade by the St. Malo adventurers had often
been the subject of conversation around the Jersey firesides—
generally grossly exaggerated but still suflicient to induce our
merchants to send out vessels to find vut what they could. So in
the spring of 1766 o firmn calling themselves Robin, Pipon & Co.

sent out a small brig the ‘| Sea Flower ~ oi Jersoy. 41 tons, to soe
what trade they could oBtain along the coast of the Baio dos
Chalours.

As o sort of supercaggo they sent out a young man named
Charles Robin who was difucted to ascertain the possibilities of the
country and on his rotnf to Jersoy make u full report to his
owners.

Charles Robin was then 28 years of age. He wus born in the
Parish of St. Poter, Jorsey; and was the son of Philip Robin, of St.
Peter,and Ann ])’Auvergrz},uf St. Aubin, his wifo. He evidently had
had a good general educdtion for his handwriting was good and
his diaries were well put together. Tvidently tho result of his
enquiries were very satisfactory for the following year he was sent
out to the Baic of Chuleups as agent for the firm and sailed from
Jersey on the 23rd Marph 1767 in the " Recovery,” 118 tons,

Captain P. Fainton, and F‘rivcd in the I3aie on the 2nd June.

The * Recovery "' was loaded with goods suitable for trading
with the Indians. In his
himself as ]

* Agent with J ohn Robin at Arichat on the Isles Madam,
“ Coast of Arcadia and at Paspebiac in the Bay of Chaleurs
“ Coast of Canada for Messrs. Robin. Pipon & (o.”

They arrived in the roads of Paspebiac at 3 o'clock on the 2nd June
having run short of water on the voyage and heen obliged to put
into Halifax for a fresh supply. He was evidently a man of
energy for he enters in his diary,

diary for the year 17G7 hLe describes

* The day of our arrival at 5 o’clock I set out in the Neptune
* for Bonaventure to mnake n proposition to the planters,
“ arrived there at 8 v’clock.”

He returned to Paspebiac the next day having started at day break
—many of the planters having engaged for salt—and arrived there
at 8 p.m. The * Neptune " was u shallop, a sort of half decked
whale hoat.
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He entered into & kind of partnership with a William Simth,
who had been employed by the firm of Moore and Finlay of Quebee
but had come to Bonaventure on his own account.

On the Tth June 1767 he arrived at Restigouche where hie saw
the shore dotted with many wigwams.

The Indians had come to the Coast to trade with their furs but
he was too late to do any husiness as several other traders had
been there before him and the King of the Indians at Restigouche
had, with a number of his subjects, gone up the river to La Mission
to observe the Pentecost. IRobin was evidently a very determined
man with u keen sense of observation. He tried to grasp the

condition of the conntry. He tells us that the Indians in this part
of Canada had mostly heen converted to the Roman Cutholie Iaith
—chiefly due to the noble work in the sixteent It century of a cortain
Father Baudoins, who devoted his lifo to the conversion of the
Indians by giving up the luxuries of civilization und living amongst
them ns one of themselves.

With reference to this there is a note in Mr. Robin's diary :—

“ Jather Bandoins and his suceessors had nothing to do but
“ {0 till the deserts and sow therein the seeds of the Gospel
“and aceordingly bave pretty well suceceded for ali theso
“ Indians believe in the Holy Trinity.”

The next day he engaged an Indian at Restigoncho to pilot
him up the river so that he might make the acquaintance of the
Indian King. and, when he arrived at his destination, he found some

24* Indian canoes moored on the banks of the river. Fach canoe
had brought an Indian fumily and when he arrived all the Indians-

were attonding serviee at the Avooden building serviag. as their
church. \When service was over Robin approached the King and

presented him with a letter of introduction from Pére Bonnventure

{he only missionary in the Bay. The King could read and putting
on his speetacles he read what the Father had written. e then
told Robin that as it was Sunday he eould do no business on that
day. Their religion did not prevent them from stealing and on
several oceasions we find Robin complaining that his goods had
heen stolen and on one oceasion when his stores had beon raided
during his absenee he wrote to the Governor of the Provinee and
suggested that, at least, the Indians should he cantioned.

In those days the white men were few and the Indians still
powerful and there was always the fear that they might get out of
hand.

The King lived in a wooden honse entirely different from an
ordinary wigwam, furnished with many skins to lie on,

“ a muskett, a keltleand a few dishes made of bark very
“ neatly made, il is their squaw’s work, Tho squaws or
“ females are as fond of smoking as the men for as long ua
*“ they have pipes and tobaceo they smoke, their children
“ begin to smoke at 12 years of age.”

Mr. .Bohiu met a Mr. Pringle who was surveving in the district.
He had just received an invitation to attend a festival by the King
at the Grand Iestin aud he asked Robin to go with him.

When they arrived they found the King and his Chiefs waiting
impatiently for their guests. The Indians, in preparation for the
feast, had had nothing to eat that day. Mr. Pringle sat on the right
of the King and Robin on the leit and on their right sat the Cupitaine
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5 .
de Guerre (next chief to the King). The latter presented cach of
the visitors with u powter plate full of Moose cut in small picees and
as soon a8 the visitors were served all hegan to eat.

The Indinns then brought in a kettle full of the fat they had
skimnmed off and two guts full of kidney grease.

“ Kach man drank two large ludles full of this fat, and, after
“ that, took hold of the gutt with his fingers and eat out of it,
“ this dainty was presenfed to us. T tasted somo of the gut
“and stuffin but could not taste the liquid. When the
“ yepast was over the squaws cume in and carried away their
“hashands' dish with what they had left. The squaws are
“ never admitted at dinmer on these occasions not even the
“ Queen.  After dinner each man gol- up and gave u song,
“ (he rest. making o chorus which was very diverting, when
“ {his seene was over in came the ladies about a dozen in
“ number (one of them was one hundred years old) singing
“and dancing ; they gave us a very pretty hornpipe which
“ was the end of the Grand Festin.”

Next day Robin did good business with the Indians and bartered
goods for about 1 ¢wt. of furs.

There were many Arcadians still in the district—the descen-
dents of the ancient Irench settlers.  These people owing to their
hostility to the English—a hostility chielly encouraged by a
notorious Freneh priest who tanght his people to hate the English
and honour their I'reneh King—had been distributed among the
goveral British Provinees in 1758. Lobin tried to induce one of
these Arcadians to pilot. the ** Neptune ” to Trocardir but he
refused to do so.

c

He had on arrival in 1767 obtained permission from the
Governor of Quebee ** pour moy i faire le traité avee les Sauvages.”

But trouble was in the air for on the 81st May 1767 he hears
that a vessel consigned to his brother Johm had been stopped by
Captain Mowat and taken into Halifax.  This news was confirmed
by a letter from Johm reccived on the 8th June in which he was
informed that the brig ** FEndeavour 7 122 tons, Captain Dulleine,
Lad been seized on information lodged before the Commissioner of
Customs al Doston.  The information which Jolm believed had
heen sent from Halifax was as follows :- -

“Pwo brothers of the name of Robin which come yearly
“ from Jersey (o Hes Madame and the Bay of Chialeurs bring
“ with them whole cargoes of prohibited goods and therewith
“carry on an illicit. trade with the inhabitunts of those
“ places and also in their trade with the Indians impose
“upon then in the vilest wanner contrary to Law.”

e Tﬂlia accusation wos ;g_r;nn.t blow to Charles Robin but after
reading it ho adds :

* which falsehood T hope wo shall he able to elear up in tho
courso of time.”

By the Navigation Act passed in the 4th year of George IT1,
vossels sailing from Jorsey to foreign parts were obliged to proceed
first to an English Port to clear ontwards and it wax only after
gtrenuous efforts by the Jersey Chamber of Commeree that an Order
of the rivy Council restored the ancient privilege of Jorsey,- -
clearances to their ontward hound vessels,
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15



9.

On the 25th June 1768, TLAMLS. -~ Glasgow ™ arrived in the
Baie des Chaleurs and the Captaim having Janded showed Mr. Robin
o letter from the Commissioner of Customs al Boston wherein we
(my brother and I) were reported as * downright <tugglers and
villains.”  'The Caplain also showed hima copy of the Navigation
Act whereby, by one clause our vessels were seizable for not having
entered inwards at Gaspé and hoth ship and master liable to
penalties of £100, and. wherehy by auother clause our ships wern
soizable for not having cleared onbwiards from a Dritish Port.

Robin produced his Jersey certificate of elearanee but the
* Captain only laughed and called those that gave sueh eertificates
great fools.”

Matters were getting serious for the next day the Caplain
landed again and directed Robin to puton hoard agam all the goods
which had been landed from the ™ Seatlower ™ and the ™ Recovery
and made him produce all goods which had been landed the previous
yeur.

The broad arrow was then marked on the vessels and Robin found
Limself after his two years hard work practically destitube.

Robin pleaded with the Captaim to allow him suflicient. goods
to curry him over the winter and the Caplain agreed to allow him
to purchase such goods as he wiatnbed, for * hie did not wish to he
too hard on me but he had to do his duty.”

Many a man would have given up. ITe was trading with other
people’s money and he did not know what steps tiey would take in
the matter. s diary tells us what a hard life he had leal in his
endeavours to build up the husiness. e was generally atloat in
his small half decked shallop facing all kinds of dangers—he was
making progress—u stranger in a far land, amd his progress had
aroused the envy and spite of those merchants who had been in
(‘anada before him.

So the ships sailed away and Robin was left to make the hest
of a bad bargain.  All his stores had not been delivered to the King's
Officers und later, on the 12th August 1768, when in the shallop

* Sophin,” off Cape S Louis, lie saw the ** Sen Flower " the
* Recovery " about a mile away, but, ax the ** Sophin * had part of
the eargo of the ** Sew Flower ™ on board, which should have been
handed over to the Officers, he did not go near the vessels, for as
Robin suys :

* it was very hinrd for me to haul the wind and to aveid two
w venels whieli but three weehs ago were our own and my
“ passtime.”

The winter of 1768 was a very severe one and as the firm had
I w0 very disastrond season he decided to spend the winter in his
hut at Arichat. A hoy numed John Le Canx and a man named
Gieorge Bichard :-'-hn}:!itl with him. s hrother John returned to
Jersey.  1le and hiy men spent. their time in fishing when they
could, cutting logs ui woud for firewood and oceasionally going out
shooting for food.  Jt was bitterly cold and the hut was not wind
fight and they eut gurf and piled it up outside against the wood
sides to keep it as wind tight as possible. Some Freneh settlers at
Cansa wished Robin and his party to winfer in a stone-built house
‘which they had empty in their village and Robin decided Lo cross
over fo Cansa with his goods, but althongh the Frenehmen bronght
over two large canoes they were unable owing to the rough weather
Lo peb across.
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But hie mamaged to spend his Chnstmas with lis Freneh friends
at Barachona a i;'fﬂs]mglml. He remarks that the Freneh observed
Christmas day very strictly. e says i—

“Phe Freneh deink plenty af they have hguor but observe it
“wstrictly, they don't cven dimee althongh they do the
* Sundays nor do they amuse themselves by any other
*diversions.”

The next day however they made up for it. They had no
musicians al Barachoa, so they set ont for Arichat and onr party

* plundered the village of women and girls as they have no
“nusieians and we have no less than four, as soon as we
“arrived went to Vespers and afterwards they hegan (o
* danee--continned tho best part of the night.”

On New Year's day his hosts al Barachoa crossed over to pay
him the compliments of the season and we began ¢

“Ao drink wine, rum. and punch plenty together aud were
“ very merry by the time onr dinner was ready, none of us
*were 11w condition to know whether we were cating or
* drinking.”

The festivities were kept up the next day but, although the writing
way very shaky, the diary was Kept up to dato.

As the duys passed the weather got worse wind worse and it was
so cold that * our bread must lie hefore the fire for an hour beforo
we can cab it and o barrel of beer which was fixed within w foot of
the chimmey was all frozen, so that we ean draw none of if."”

Tue winber did sct pase without some social intercourse, for
on three or four occasions we hicar of people from the neighbouring
villages visiting him in his hut.

Sometimes his visitors were women who advenfured across the
Jdce to spend the day with him and onee when returning with
neighbour’s wife and her sister Nanon, they, getting on to thin ice,
were almost drowned.  They had not observed the state of the ice
until it began to erack.—"* unknowingly thro’ their chat.”

Then wo hear of Nanon and her sister arriving on another
aceasion to cook the dinner us Robin expeeled visitors.

And then as the duys grew longer he was able to get moro
outdoor excreise und on Aprl 27th three New LEnglwnd vessels
srrived in the Bay.

Robin hastened on board to try and get a small quantity of
bread but the vessels could nol spare any as they had slready
supplied two or three sturving families at Canso. who had, six weeks
before, arrived there from Crow Iarbour, whero they had run short
of food. They had reached such u state of destitution that all their
dogs and cats had been caten and they wero casting longing eyes
on a young Mulatto girl when succour arrived.

Robin went home to Jersey for the winter of 1769/70 and on
the 14th May 1770 he arrived al Arichat in the brig Hopo, Phil
Hamon, Master.

On the 28rd September 1772 on arrival al Paspebiac he found
that his houso had been burnt to the ground during his absence and
all goods stored there totally destroyed exeept one pair of breeches
and a few of his things which had been oul fo wash. Tt was a great
blow to him but he was philosophically inclined for as his diary
relates : ‘* after having breathed a dozen mournful llelas ! -and
*“ rested half an hour, I sailed away to Bonaventure,”
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Evidently his business was growing ; the difliculties under the
Navigation Act having heen overcome by the frm who had, m
1771, managed Lo obtain a Treasury Order for His Majesty's share
on the scizure of the ** Sea Flower ™ and ™ Diseovery ™ in 1768.

We find on Sept. Sth 1769 the ™ Sevillo Trader ™ Captain
Nightingale, chartered by Robin, Pipon & Co. ** sailed with yo
permission of (iod for Seville in Spain.” The firm had ascertained
that salmon was much appreciated by the Spaniards. so the Hope
was sent to Bilboa with 70 tierces of sulmon along with other fish

bought at the rate of 8 dbllars per tierce—tho price to be paid in
furs ut the following rated—viz : Spring heaver ut 5/~ per Ib. and
Martens at 2/6 per skin. :

On Sept. 12th 1770 Robin bought 10 geese from the Indians
for 83 1bs. of powder, for a& he reasons ** Our people cannot be found
with provisions at a cheaper rate.”

The winter of 1770/1 he remained in Canada having agreed
with Thomas Filleul to rémain with him ut a wage of 45 livres a
month. '

The diary now heeomes simply o record of hard work—le 13
mosthy atloat and he simply lives for work and sees that those under
him bave little time for anything else. The business was extending
and many men from Jersdy are brought oul to work at the Iisheries.
In the seleetion of lads hé suggests to the firm that St. Ouen would
bo & very good parish from which to get the reeruits, for that parish
is fur away from the towns of $t. Helier and St. Aubin and the lads
wonld not be aceustomed to town dissipations.

The American War of Independenee lasted from 1775 to 1782
and the sestien of raids from American “privatecrs mado trading
vory difiicult. We find him writing to his brother John congratu-
luting him on lis safo arrival at Paspebiac after a narrow escape of
boing captured by an Amorican privateer.

In June 1777 he shipped to England furs to the valuo of £1000-
£1200 and 10 tons of whale and cod oil.

(‘onnmunications were diffieult and in December 1777 ho had
to send his letters via Halifax and the eourier’s expenses amounted
fo £80—a very large sum in those days.  Ho was very much afraid
that the Americans would capture Quebec und if they did then they
would come down to the coast and plunder their stores, and he
thorefore applied to the authorities]for u ship of war to proteet the
trade on the coast.,

There were very good grounds for his fears for on the 11th June
1778 at 11 pan. two Awmerican privateers, cach of 45 tons, cach
carrying 45 men and mounted with 2 carriago guns and 12 swivel
guns, hoarded the Compuny’s vessels ** Bee ™ and * Hopo ™ then
lying in the Baie des Chaleurs. There were only three men on ench
of the vessels the remainder of the erews heing cither fishing or
ashore.  Fvidently the raid was unexpected, as, if the crew of the
“Boe " hiad heen aboard. they could have put up a good fight.  Bul
the vessel had heen in the bay for some time and as the eargo had
heen taken out they had been obliged to dismount her guns and put
them in the hold as ballast until the outward eargo was ready,

The * Hope ™ a brig of 101 tons was partly loaded having 1400

* quintals of fish aboard and the next day was fo have completed

her cargo and be ready to sail for Lishon at the first fuvourable
ibrecze.

/9
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The Americans sent the ~ Hope ” southward next day and
landing they plundered the stores and loaded the goods on bourd
the “* DBee.””  She was (o have xailed on the 15th, so on the 14th of
the month they went ashore agun to try and eapture Charles Robin
but found that he bad fled to the woods the night before.  The duy
after, HALS. ** Hunter " and ** Viper ™ aud Mr. Smith’s * Bona-
venture ' arrived in the Bay.  The © Donaventure,” arriving first,
fired on the American vessels and as the other vessels came in sight
the Americans hastened (o get away.  Robin had concenled sbout
Jof hix stores hut they had found the best part of his furs but having
coiled the enble on them when on hoard the ™ Bee " they were
obliged in their hurried departure to Jeave hehind them their furs
and also the stock of powder and anmunition.  Before leaving they
set the ' Dee " on fire.

Both privateers were captured later on at Restigouche, so Robin
recovered the greater part of his goods except a small quantity
which the privatecrs had given to the Indians for the use of their
canoes when they abandoned their vessels and oseaped ashore.

But the firm had to pay } of the value of the ** Dee ™ as salvage,
amounting Lo £270, and the * Hope™ with her cargo was lost
altogether.

The ** Hunter " and (he ™ Viper 7 were ab Gaspé al the time of
the ruid and warning was given to the Government by Caplain
Iainton that the privateers had been seen eruising in the neighbour-
hood and they arrived in time to save the * Bee ™ hut not the

* Hope.”

Captain Boyle of HLMS. ™ Hunter ™ left one of his vessels to
putrol the coust. The fire on the " Bew ™ was soon extinguished
and Robin kept ten ez o Beevd the vessel day and night and
‘thirty uen ashore ready for any emergency.

“ 1 keep four shallops fishing and the Percé gang butb they
“ dont absent themselves ut night, the crew sleeping on
** hoard."”

"Then on the 25th July 1778 he states that the ™ Neptune ™ left
for Miscon (o colleet fish but on the 26th she was captured by wn
American privateer.

The Americun vessel carried 2 guns and 26 swivel guns and
after having taken on board 1050 quintals of fish the Americans
‘sunk the * Neptune.”  They afferwards caplured another shallop
"Lut the * St Peter " arriving on the seene the privateer sailed away.

Robin complained (o the Govermment that although wrmed
vessels patrolled the fishing grounds the American privateers
. munaged (o do a great deal of damuge to the fishing trade. Ie
' writes Lo u correspondent that the *“ Bee " is now fully armed and

: “You may be persuaded we shall do our utmost to defend
: “* oursclves and property. These are very embarrassing
| “times and very heavy charge upon my weary shoulders.
' ** This is no place for an Englisliman, the inhabitants being
* all inclined towards the Americans.”

This letter throws considernble light on the coudition of affairs

:in the Quebec Province. Canawdu had only been ceded to Dritain

in 1768 and by the agreemont of 1774 the French inhabitants
_!rc-.i-tl.inml full freedom of religion and their aneient laws and enstoms,
By the treaty of 1768 the French continued in possession of the
Islands of 8t. Pierre and Miguelon on condition that no fortifientions
were erceted in these Islands.

/10

19



10.

Jut there remained considerable hitterness i the minds of the
[French inlubitants and they did them hest to hinder the activities
of the conquerors.  News (ravelled very slowly in (hose days and
there wis always uncertiinty i the air as to what was going on, for.
in writing to his firm in Jersey, Robin states that

“ e has directed all vessels to report themselves at Falmouth
i ease Jersey had in the meanwhile heen captured by the
*french.”

Kvidently his firm approved of his work for he writes to thank
them for a gold wateh whieh had heen sent to him as o mark
Jf their appreeiation of his services.

On the 18th August. 1778 the * Beo ™" was ready for sea.  She
carried 10 sailors and 10 passengers and was wounted with 16 guns,
The strain of continuous work qd anxiely was heginning (o tell
upon him and after writing to Governor Cox at Pereée he decided (o
return to Jersey.  So we find him writing to the London Agenis
arpd the Jersey Firm advising them that hoe intends sailing on the
24rd September 1778, and informing them about the arrangements
mide as to the goods left in store. e also suggested to the firm thal,
should he—on the passage home be taken by the Amerieans, they
shiould send w trusty man from Quebee the following year to look
after their goods, s they are worth while and would vield money
at Quebee.”

Before he sailed he writes to Mons, Charles Dugat, fils, at
Troeadiguesse (now Carleton) whom he had left in charge

*“ Je conte sur vous comme sur mon [rére en conséguence de
“ vobre minibié que vous m'aviez témoigné il y a dix ans.”

Another letter e writes o Geo. Alsopp, Fsqre. al Quelwe abiout,
the business advising him that he was ready to sail the first fair
wind and had just heard that war with Franee had been deelared
on the 26th July. e arrived safely in Jersey, still a young man of
36 yeurs of age, und remained there until after the American War,

He returned to Puspebiac on the 14th .July 1788 having sailed in a
Jersey vessel flying the I'ronch Flag after o voya: of two months.

Soon after he appears to have started on his own and founded the
firm of Charles Robin & Co.  We have a letter dated 1st July 1784
in which he compluains about the delay in sending out supplios.

*“ Being pinched hurts iy eredit and character. There's no
“gluve in the West Indiex hut what has mueh more time to himself
*“and enjoys life better than I do, if I was elear of the buginess all
*“ the freasures in the World would not tempt me to undertake it
“again. | observe L150 stg. is my salary for the year round.  £50
“ more or less will make very little difference to me considering tho
“ short time I to be in it bat. [ know that is nol adequato to my
*“ trouble and that none of the Gentlemen coneerned wonld do half
*the work for that suni-—ulso the Jersey Gentlemen look apon that,
“us a good deal.”

We have heard something of the pioneer days of Charles Robin,
the dangers he faced and the hardships he endured.  Tle never saved
himself and had no use for idle peopie. e never mareied and wounld
not allow any of his married employees to bring their wives Lo
Canada.  He did his best for the firm, was careful in sl things
and not afraid of facing bhig ones. e gave up the comfort of home
life to fuee w very precarious existence in the Gaspé Provineoe,
Most. of the time he was alloat in swdl hali-decked  vossels,
facing foul weather, trading with planfers and Indians. e was
in an unfriendly conntry sd yel he did not laek sympathy for
the eonquered. :
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In a letter dated Sept. 1788 he asks that thew next vessel shonld
be ealled “* S Peter,” alter the Patron des Péehears, and, if a second
vessel De built, the ™ Aurora.” for these names are familiar to the
inhabitants of these parts, such as were used hy their former connee-
tion. Then he hopes that

“in time their old mamer will wear ont and they naturally
“will adopt  ours. sceing no other set of men.  This 1
* ohserve duily.  Our borrowing for a time something of their
“ manners make us oappear more Gombar which renders
“*aceess casior— contrary measure, suchoas blaming their
“dress or their Customs and those that mitvrodueed them in
* the Country to whom this generation st yet inmeasure
“ he partial, would retard that nmformity ~o very necessury
“to men who must live together, and we are obliged hy
“ principles of generosity to go throngh the hardest part {o
*bring it in, for we are the conguerors and they the van-
* quished and sueh as conld not leave the Conntry and seck a
* refuge among their own, heing too poor—a hard situation
* which merits the consideration of every fecling breast,”

So spoke Charles Robin, the Jersey Pioneer.

REMARKS ON TIHE SETTLEMENTS IN LOWER CANADA SINCE
THE CONQUEST.

By Cuancks Rowin.

T Peaw seitish Merchants who settled i say Chaleums, in the Township of
Bonaventine, were somo of the best Quebee Howses, as Moore and Finlay, Alexander
M'Kinsay aned fow others.  In the year 1766 C. Robin explorod the said Bay Chalours,
whero he wont in the brig Sea Flncer on n Fishing Excumion ; to satisfy his curiosity
and for tho advantage of the coneerned that very yoor William Sinith (who had been
brought up in tho House of Moom and Finlay and had been at Bonaventinoe at differont
times to settlo their business) came to Bonaventine on his own account, to lay the
foundation of & Houso of trade and fishing. W.8. and C.R. begun their operations
the following year, tho former at Lonaventine and the lattor ot Passibiac with each
a voasel. The year 1708 C.IR. had two vensels which wom both seized by His Majosty's
ship Gluagow and condemned nt Halifax, being on & Trading Voyage and not having
cleared out of England. Thus every Jemoy Vessol at that time was equally scizable
and it is that event that produced the applieation which immediatoly brought forth
the Act by virtue whereof our vessols in Jemsoy aro cleared vut from henco. The
remson Charles Robin's vessols wers more exposvd to bo scized than other Jorsoy
veasels on tho samo business is that he was fixed among strangors, whoso trade he
annoyed and they lodged informations at the Custuin Houses of Halifax and Boston
against him and the Glusgow was sent in soarch of him. Upon application, tho king
gavo up to Rubin, Pipon & Co., his part of tho scizure. The succceding year in the
fall duringi Charles Robin's absence being on busineas at tho south shoro his fimt
dwelling hause was hurnt, with his cluthes, accounts and papors. On William Bmith
and Charles Robin first settling in the Bay they found their predecessors the Quebec
merchanta in a stato of decsy and two years after they were bankrupts and gone. A
Halifnx Employ of considerable magnitude was sl up at Bunaventine ; on the fimt
yenr of their settlement which sulsisted about three years, at that time Porcée
Bonnventine Island and the coast near Gaspée was a complete wildernesa and re-
maincd so for some years, till the fishernen of Ithode Island, Cape Cod, and neighbour.
hood camo with sloops and schooners which they layed up in Gaspéo and carried on
the fishory in whale boats which they brought’at the difforent posta from Cape d' Espoire
to Point St. Peter, which was tho renewal of that business on that cosst since the
French had been drove out of it; no Europeans shipped off any of that fish to the
year 1778. Owing to the American war, William S8myth went to the country for the
laat time. The year after at the peace in 1783 Charles Robin ronewed the businees ;
the year after John Sholbred, who represented the late William 8myth, who died in
South Carolinn, made an offer of all the dobts that concern had in the country, to
C.R. amounting to some thousand pounds, which he declined and tho whole has been
Jost.
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In 1784 a Guornsey Employ was sot up in Goapée Bav, under the sgency of
Thomas Lo Mesuricr; soon after another was set up at Percée by Nicholas Lioit &
Co. under tho agency of Geo. Lo Geyt.  Another on the Island of Bunaventine by
Hamond, Dumnresq & Co. undor the ageney of Peler Le Blanc; one at Malbaye under
tho agoncy of Johnson ; one at Port St. Peter under tho agency of Exl. Square ; anuther
in tho samo place under the sgency of Jolin Lo Montais. Tho Guernwoy Employ
finally gnve up business, alter having incurred most heavy Josses, und has been
succecded by a Jersey Employ which has not been much more fortunate 3 Fiott & Co.
Hamond & Co. gave up the businesy for want of suceess ; all the others have equally
disappeared through the samo cause. In Bay Chaleurs, John Lee supported by
London connections sct up an employ and swampt upwards of €12,000 Sterling,
Math.'Stewart & Co. under the same anspices swampt from fist (o lnst at least ax
much, Juhn Rimphofl under like sunpices met with the same fate with an equal Josk,
In 1783, n Quebee employ was set up ot Bonaventine in the place of Willinm Smyth
which wns snbandoned after about six yeam trigl; an Employ from Quebee also
subsisted ot Bonaventine for many years before the Revolution in America and
loaded two vossels belonging to John Carry of Guemnsey and wi likewisa abandoned
before the American war. A Jemey Employ was set up at Bonaventine after the
Peace with Americn, under the ageney of Danicl e Geyt and after several yeam o
carcful toils and hard struggles gave up the Lusiness with considerable logs,  Another
Jersoy employ wns set up st Port Daniel and Miscou under the ngeney of Philip Le
Couteur and after several yenry trind gave up the business with henvy lossex ; number-
loss other trinls from different quartens in different posty have been attempted amd
have all failed exeept Danicl M Phersons’ Fishery and supplying business at 'oint
St. Peter, Malbay and Doughlastown which hay wwwered very well. Thus it s
evident that if there is no competition st present it ia beenise the place s poor
for if all those who have tried their fortune there had sueeecded, or even one half of
them, it would naturally have drawn a number of wdventures which is not nor eannot
be the case.

Willinm Smith earried on his business with three times the capital C.R. used
and ships in proportion.

Beaides W.S. nnd C.R. from their extablishment to that period, W.S. changed
his connections three different timea and made some compromise, CR. gave up
the business in 1778.
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